Introduction. An exploratory evaluation of ITAA proceedings from the past five years indicates that there have been limited studies regarding practices and assignments in online clothing and textile (CT) courses. It is important to continue assessment of online education in the CT discipline because the most recent "Going the Distance: Online Education in the United States" report indicates that 31.1% of college students are enrolled in an online course with a 10% or more increase in enrollment each year since 2002 (Allen & Seaman, 2013) . The purpose of this research was to obtain perceptions and evaluations regarding CT online courses. In so doing, the current status of online education in this discipline can be assessed and potentially improved.
Method. Participants were recruited via (1) the International Textile and Apparel Association listserv, (2) CT-focused social media sites (e.g., Facebook and LinkedIn) hosted by professional organizations, and (3) three junior and senior-level courses at one Northwest university. An online survey that consisted of quantitative and qualitative questions was conducted with two sample groups: CT students and faculty. Quantitative data were analyzed via descriptive statistics. A coding guide was developed for all qualitative questions after an initial review of themes; constant comparison was used to analyze this data. One hundred and sixty-three students and 99 faculty members completed the survey. The mean age of the student sample was 23.8 years (range of 18-47 years old). The majority of students were of a junior/senior academic standing (60.3%). The mean age of the faculty sample was 57 years (range of 30-67 years old) and currently in an assistant or associate professor position (58.3%). The majority of students and faculty were female.
Participation in Online CT Courses. Over half of the student participants (58.0%) had taken an online CT course. The most common online courses that students reported having taken included history topics (e.g., historic dress) (43.2%), computer-aided design (31.8%), cultural aspects of dress, and textiles (11.3% each). Over half of faculty participants (55.0%) reported that their institution currently offers online CT courses. Forty-eight percent of faculty reported having taught an online course. The most common online courses that faculty participants taught included business topics (42.8%), a certain level/type of course (e.g., hybrid course and survey course), cultural CT (19.0% each), textiles, and pedagogy topics (e.g., how to develop an online course and best teaching practices (14.3% each).
Positive Aspects of Online CT Courses. Perceptions of the positive aspects of online courses were sought via an open-ended question. The most common positive aspects of online courses cited by students were convenience (80.0%), offering solutions to a variety of situations (e.g., scheduling conflicts), flexibility (16.9% each), accommodation of learning styles (12.3%), and aiding learning and comprehension (4.6%). Subtopics included working at own pace, working from home, offering a solution to being distracted by other students in class, flexibility in completing coursework, self-paced learning, and watching lectures as many times as needed.
